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Alleluia!  Let The World Know That The Lord Has Returned!

A New Church Outreach Training Program

A proposal by Vance Genzlinger                                  Last updated 02/11/10  
Introduction

This program is designed to put members and friends of the New Church (Swedenborgians) on a journey toward a state of confidence in our ability to share our unique teachings with our friends and neighbors (prospects).  It will give us the tools we need, some practice using them, and a feeling of comfort in knowing that we can help those who are searching for answers.     
This New Church Outreach Training Program is modeled after the New Church Journey Programs that have been given so successfully throughout the New Church in recent years.  It is similar to Journey in that it has a similar length and that the intention is for it to run church wide.  Another similarity is its intense use of small group participation in the form of group discussions, sample dialogs, role playing exercises, assignment reviews and meditations.   

Outreach training differs from Journey programs in two important ways.  The first is that the Outreach Training Program focuses on how to bring the teachings of our church into the lives of our prospects, while Journey Programs focus on how to bring the Lord into our own lives.  The second difference is that the technique of role playing has been introduced because of its ability to get us used to expressing our beliefs in a verbal form.  It is this practice that will give us confidence in our mission to spread the teachings of our church.      

Role playing is a commonly used technique for training people who have the need to discuss difficult or sensitive subjects with others.  In a small group, perhaps eight to twelve participants, two or three will play the role of Swedenborgians and two or three will play the role of prospects.  One of these players will ask a question related to a church or doctrinal issue.  The others will reply in a helpful manor.  The dialogue will develop from there.  When the allotted time has passed the group will evaluate the dialogue and make suggestions.  Next, a second group will start another dialogue followed by evaluation.         

Role playing requires an understanding of the people with whom we wish to communicate, and it requires an understanding of the subjects about which we wish to communicate.  Role playing is a technique for training in the art of communicating the subjects (church teachings) to people (prospects).  The first two steps are necessary background. The third step is the actual role playing exercises that give participants practice at discussing church teachings with prospects.     

Role play scripts are used to show participants how to do role playing.  They are not intended to give canned answers to doctrinal questions.  They are intended so show one way of discussing answers to the prospects concerns.  Participants will create there own answers that will best fill the needs of their prospects.        
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Week One: Background Material for use in the remainder of the outreach training program

· Outreach marketing principles;

· Selected mainstream Christian creeds;

· Sample role play on the nature of God, part 1; 

· Principles for use when discussing our teachings;

· Small group role playing exercise.

Outreach Marketing Principles:

Spreading knowledge of The Second Coming of the Lord is our mission:

In the Gospel of John Ch.16.12&13 the Lord made this promise (paraphrased): “I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  The Father will give you another counselor, the Holy Spirit, who will guide you into all the truth.”  This promise was fulfilled when He returned in the form of the “Heavenly Doctrine” as recorded in the theological works of His disciple Emanuel Swedenborg.

The fulfillment of this promise is the heart and soul of the New Church message.  So, let us “Shout the glad tidings” about the Lord’s Second Coming as we do at Christmas and Easter to celebrate the Lord’s First Coming and His resurrection.  Let us shout it to the world all year long.  Look at how effective the apostle Paul was in spreading Christianity during the early days of the Church by stating his message that “the Lord has come and risen” loud and clear, up front.  Let us do likewise, as we spread the message of the Lords Second Coming! 

This training program will give Swedenborgians practice at explaining this and other New Church teachings to prospects in a gentle way that will encourage them to continue their relationship with us.     

The Thirty Year Challenge is our goal:

The Core Purpose of the General Church is:  

“To help people throughout the world grow closer to the Lord God Jesus Christ in His Second Coming.”   
Bishop Tom Kline has challenged the Church – and its members – to make at least one million “meaningful contacts” in the next 30myears.  

The Task Force, established to promote this goal, uses as its definition of a meaningful contact the following:

A person has had meaningful contact with the New Church if it affects his or her life.  It might affect one’s life immediately or plant a seed when the Church is made relevant by a new life situation.  

They expanded this definition into four stages:  0) General communication with no noticeable response (will not count toward the one million goal); 1) Initial contact such as a church or school visit, conversation with a church member, or reading church literature; 2) Deeper contact such as multiple visits to a church, school, small group or knowledgeable individual; 3) Regular church, school or small group attendance.   

Consider the following addendum to this definition:

The phrase “meaningful contact” with one million people also means that the second coming of the Lord, its ramifications in the spiritual and natural world, and the overall content of His “Heavenly Doctrine” will be discussed with the person contacted (prospect) by a knowledgeable person having a New Church perspective (Swedenborgian).  

This addendum applies to searchers (defined below) in stages 1 and 2 leading toward stage 3 as the ultimate goal.  It expands our focus beyond our churches, schools and society classes to include our members, you and me.  After all, there are 100 members and friends for every minister, perhaps 10,000 in all.

Training our members and friends, the Swedenborgians, is our purpose:

This outreach training program is designed to start all Swedenborgians on a journey toward a state of confidence in their ability to discuss our sacred teachings with any and all of our neighbors, fellow workers and friends.  

The program will provide insights into how our members and friends can share their knowledge of, their reading of, and their application to life of the Heavenly Doctrines with our prospects.   

Our church must:  

1.
Make a distinction between public relations and salesmanship.  These are the two necessary elements of every successful marketing program.  Activities such as internet websites, advertising, New Church Live, our schools and community services are of the type called public relations.  These efforts have the useful effect of putting prospects in touch with our people, and providing them with a background that will set the stage for making our contact with them meaningful.  These public relations efforts are currently being conducted throughout the church in a most professional manner.  Therefore, public relations will not be covered in this training program.  Instead we will focus on the salesmanship (this term is used in its sense of adeptness at creating interest in new ideas, products, methods, etc.) needed by our members, the Swedenborgians, in order to have meaningful contact with our prospects.

2.
Identify our target markets.  We must break each market into smaller groups and sub-groups with similar or common backgrounds.  Each prospect must be approached differently depending on which sub-group matches his/her particular background.   

3.
Train every Swedenborgian (5,000 New Church members and another 5,000 friends) in these three areas of knowledge, and provide them with meaningful experience in the application of this knowledge: 

a.
Knowledge of the key New Church doctrines, especially those that are most likely to come up in conversations with our prospects.  This must be real knowledge that we can express from our hearts, not just a bunch of memorized phrases.  It also means that we must become a church of people who read the Bible and the Writings.

b.
Knowledge of issues that may occur in the lives our prospects, primarily the searchers. These could be issues arising from doctrinal things they have read about or heard in prior religious experiences, or about things not adequately covered by those prior experiences such as faith, salvation, marriage, death and the afterlife.         

c.
Knowledge of how to encourage our prospects to share their concerns with us so we can support them with solutions from the Bible and Writings.  This is a process that involves much practice, patience and prayer.    

Having the goal of one million meaningful contacts is a necessary ingredient for growth, as is the outstanding public relations work that is being performed throughout our church.  We also need a membership that understands the concerns of prospective members, that understands how to meet the prospects’ needs, and that has confidence in their own ability to discuss these concerns with their prospects.  Further, they must be motivated to act on their understandings.
It is the one-on-one or small group interaction between our Swedenborgians and our prospects that will make the contacts with one million people meaningful.

Therefore, the heart of this outreach program resides in those of us who are affiliated with the New Church, who want to make a difference and who are willing to make a commitment to spreading the Heavenly Doctrine.  We will make up the battery of Swedenborgians that will make the 30 Year Challenge a reality.   

There are several problems that keep us from doing our part:

1.
We need a clear understanding of the various types of prospects, for each prospect requires his/her own approach.
2.
We need a thorough understanding of how the New Church perspective can help each type of prospect, especially those who are searching for solutions.

3.
We need training on how to interact with each type of prospect so that we can meet their needs.

Who are our prospects?  

In short, a prospect is anyone we come in contact with that is not already affiliated with the New Church.  Most prospect falls into one of these three categories, the rest fall in the cracks between them:

1.
The believers:  The people in this group are looking for a church that is near by, that focuses on family values, that has a quality school for their children, and that is involved in charitable community activities.  It includes people who believe in God, who strive to lead a good life, who cherish marriage and family values, who love one another, and who do charitable acts.    

We run the risk of bringing this group into our sphere under false pretences.  Suppose we rely only on our family values (which include our devotion to prayer and self improvement), our schools and our community services, without first introducing them to a general form of our teachings.  Sooner or later some of them will hear something in a sermon, in a class, or in an idle conversation with one of our members that strikes a sour note with something they heard over and over in a church from their past.  Think of the confusion we can cause when they hear, in a sermon, for the first time that Jesus is God in human form (not His Son, a separate Divine Person from eternity), or that Christ did not die on the cross to absolve them of their past sins, or that an angel is actually a conjugially married couple (not an angel created by God directly without first living on earth).  

These and many other concepts are taught and accepted by most Christians, without much reflection, simply because they have heard them over and over starting at an early age.  The fact that these ideas are not part of our version of Christianity is not enough.  If we present ourselves to a prospect as a Christian Church, or as the New Church, or as a (local community name) Church without qualification, we are implying to them that we are Christian, which they might interpret to mean Christian in the old church sense.  We could lead some prospects to a church function believing we are something we are not, which could result in anger or even spiritual damage.  When possible, we must gently let prospects know who we are and what we believe before we invite them to a church function.    

There are others, in this group, who are involved and happy with some other church.  If this is the case, they are not prospects for us.  We should leave them alone, for we can do them no good, and potentially can do them harm by confusing them with alternative doctrines.  “It is not of such great importance for the simple to know (our doctrinal distinctions), provided they live in charity” (AC 2094, 3995-3). 

In summary, members of this group are only prospects if they live in proximity with one of our societies, have no local and satisfying affiliation with another church and are not offended by a most general version of our teachings.

2.
The searchers:  This group includes two sub-groups.  

One sub-group is comprised of people who believe in God, but they are discouraged by organizational problems or the teachings they have learned from prior church affiliations. These are people with specific Christian denomination backgrounds (Catholic, Presbyterian, Fundamentalist, etc.) or with other non-Christian religious backgrounds, who are looking for a deeper understanding of God, the Bible, salvation, heaven and other religious concepts. It is for this sub-group that we must know from love and understanding not only our own teachings, and the teachings of our prospect’s prior church affiliations, but especially how to communicate our teachings to them in a non-threatening, supportive manner.

The other sub-group is comprised of people who have had no religious affiliation whatsoever.  They have had no God or church in their life.  Yet, they have the feeling that there must be something outside of themselves that is guiding them as well as the entire universe.  For these people, we must also know our doctrines from love and understanding.  We must also be sensitive to their needs.  Communicating our doctrines to them will take lots of empathy for their position.  

Both of these sub-groups are searching for a church with doctrines that make sense.  They are searching for something that works for them.  They are thinkers, and are apt to become readers of the Writings in the future.  Working with them will take practice, patience, and prayer.  

3.
The unbelievers:  This group includes agnostics and atheists.  Agnostics say they don’t believe in a God that is the infinite creator and ruler of the universe until proven otherwise.  They have an open mind to the idea of an intelligent designer but have found no explanation that fits with the science that they know.  Atheists, on the other hand, deny the existence of God, and say that the very question of whether there is a God is a completely useless and irrelevant question that should not even be asked.  Their religion is nature and pure chance.  These groups include many college professors, journalists, writers, politicians and others that fit in the category called intellectuals.  They are the ones with the greatest influence over the minds of young people, and for the most part their influence is negative towards religion.  The hope with this group is that we can let them know that the scientist, philosopher and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg existed, and that he produced some documents, that we call The Writings, which contain some amazing insights into science as well as into theology.  By introducing members of this group to Swedenborg the man, we may hope that the Lord will lead some of them and their students to read The Writings and be converted to searchers.    


For this group, we, as New Church people, must study the relationship between what the Writings say about how God creates and maintains the universe and what science has to say about it.  Until many New Church scientists and theologians make a coordinated effort in this area, we will have little impact on the unbelievers.  

What training do we need?

The training varies depending on which group of prospects we are considering.  Each group will be covered in the same order that they were introduced above.  That is, the believers first, the searchers next, and lastly the unbelievers.   

For the believers, the best training is to be active in and knowledgeable of our local church, school and community activities.  This should be complimented by a speaking knowledge of the General church organization, its educational facilities, its services to its societies and isolated groups, and its world wide outreach efforts.  This type of training is already available through our societies, church publications and Outreach organizations.  Therefore, it does not need to be included in this program.

Many believers will have remains associated with the doctrines from the church in which they were raised.  We must be compassionate about this, and be careful to find out which of our teachings might potentially be offensive to them.  Whenever possible, we should share the gist of our teachings with them in a manner that is inoffensive and unobtrusive, before we invite them to our services.  The training we get for searchers, given below, will be more than enough for believers.

For the searchers, the needed training is much more extensive and complex.  It involves training our entire battery of Swedenborgians in the problems facing our prospects, in our doctrines that can help resolve these problems and in how to communicate our solutions to our prospects.  These three areas are treated here in summary form.  More detail can be provided later.

1.
We have little knowledge of the specific problems that prospects are wrestling with.  We assume that most qualified prospects come from some religious background with which they are dissatisfied or have rejected.  We call these prospects searchers.  We need a talking knowledge of the basic doctrines of the major religions from which our prospects come.  Without this, we can have no true empathy for what they are going through.  For example, a prospect may say, “I have problems with the concept of ‘original sin’.  What does it mean, and what does your church teach about it?”  We must understand where our prospects are coming from before we can discuss what The Writings tell us that might help them in times of need.     

2.
We don’t have enough knowledge of our specific doctrines that apply to the specific needs of those with whom we come in contact.  Until this knowledge is deeply imbedded in our minds, the best we can do is recite some memorized clichés in a somewhat mechanical way that is doomed to be ineffective.  

3.
Even if we have a speaking knowledge of our prospect’s prior faith and its doctrines that cause them problems, and even if we know what our church teaches about these problems, we still need training in how to draw the problems out of our prospects, how to present our solutions, and how to leave the prospect asking for more.  One proven method for this type of training is role playing.  It has the advantage that each Swedenborgian gets experience at playing the role of both the Swedenborgian and the Prospect, and thus an inside perspective of both points of view.  Role playing will be discussed in more detail below.  

For unbelievers, it is not so much training that is needed, as it is for us to establish a large body of research projects that relate what the “Writings” say to what science teaches.  Results from these projects must result in the publication of Swedenborg oriented articles in scientific and professional journals, in books and on web pages.  This type of activity will make people in this category aware that “Swedenborg” and the “Writings” exist, so that they in turn can refer to Swedenborg in their lectures and publications when applicable.  We understand that this work is not for most New Church people, but those who have the background and proper mind set need to work in a coordinated effort that puts on a uniform front to the reading public.  This requires research into what the Writings say about science, and our learning how to apply the results of this research to actual scientific problems.  A start has been made by some of our scientists.  Some articles and books have been written.  But this work represents only a small fraction of the work that is before us. Until we do more in this area, few, if any, unbelievers will become prospects for us.        

Weekly session format:

We ask the group’s members to read the week’s lessons before coming to class.  

Weekly sessions follows this outline:

1.
The first weekly session contains an overview of principles involved in marketing our church to our prospects, selected creeds that form the basis for the beliefs of mainstream Christianity, and a list of principles for use when discussing our teachings.  It will be assumed that each of these texts have been read before the session begins.  Summaries only will be given unless participants request the reading of particular parts of them.  Each area will be discussed with intense group mode participation and interaction including small group exercises.       

2.
Weekly sessions 2 through 8 each introduce the history, overall theology and mission of one Old Church denomination, including any significant variations between specific churches within the denomination, their most controversial doctrines and references for additional study.  The group will be asked to read this material prior to the start of the weekly session.  It will not be read in class unless participants request the reading of particular parts.  The material will be discussed with intense group mode participation and interaction including small group exercises.    

3.
Weekly sessions 1 through 8 all contain sample role play scripts, that will contain a discussion of one (or more) doctrinal problem(s), and describe one of many possible Swedenborgian views on the issue(s).  These scripts can optionally be read or assumed read by the group.  Quotes from the Bible and Writings will be used where appropriate.  These scripts are examples of different ways a dialogue can be constructed.  They are to be used as a source of ideas for the role playing exercise in step 4 below.  As in steps 1 and 2 above, the discussion of these sample role play scripts will make extensive use of group mode participation.  

4.
Weekly sessions 1 through 8 all shift into a role playing mode for the second hour excepting the first week which will only have a half hour.  Participants take turns playing the role of the prospect and the role of the Swedenborgian.  The Swedenborgian asks about the prospect’s family and other small talk until they are comfortable with each other.  It may take weeks to get to know them.  When there is an appropriate opening, the Swedenborgian asks about the prospect’s church background.  We then determine if the prospect is a believer, searcher or unbeliever.  Assuming the prospect is a searcher, we try to determine why the prospect(s) left their church, why they are looking around, and what their spiritually related concerns are.  We should draw out the prospect’s specific problems.  The prospect is gently led to seeing that there is a different way to view each problem.  Each student should take a turn at being both the prospect and the Swedenborgian as often as time will allow.  
At no time do we preach doctrine.  We are only asking and answering questions.  We must have a genuine desire to help the prospect, rather than a subconscious desire to show off knowledge of doctrine.  It is more useful to ask questions rather than preach.     

Role playing is an effective way for us to develop he skills needed to discuss New Church teachings with a prospect.

Summary of outreach marketing principals:

Church wide public relations efforts are the most professional and most effective they have ever been.  The word that the New Church exists is getting out through the example set by our members, through our outreach efforts through out the world, and through the use of the internet and advertising.  But quality public relations efforts are only one part of a successful outreach program designed to meet our goal of one million meaningful contacts during the next 30 years.  

The other part is sharing with these contacts what we have that is distinctive.  This involves a study of the different types of prospects and the unique approach that will work best for each one of them.  This must be followed by developing a training program that is specific to each type of prospect.  This training will make it possible for the one on one or small group interaction, by a large percent of our members and friends, with potential contacts.  It is this active participation that is needed to make the contacts “meaningful”.   

We do talk freely and effectively about our family values, about our schools, and about our involvement in community activities, and this is what most of the believers are looking for.  Only the most general knowledge of our doctrines is needed for them.

In order to attract searchers, we need to get better at talking with our friends and neighbors about the things that are distinctive in our church and its doctrines.  We must expand our knowledge of what we have received from our Lord in His Second Coming in the form of “the spirit of truth”, that is, the theological writings of His disciple Emanuel Swedenborg.  We must also learn of the doctrinal problems in old church theology that are driving their members away.  Most importantly, we must learn how to discuss these subjects with our prospects in a gentle and considerate way.  This can best be done by making extensive use of role playing to give our members and friends the practice that we sorely need to build our confidence.      

This will take lots of practice, patience, and prayer.       

In summary, the longest lead time requirement for meeting our one million meaningful contacts in 30 years goal is the training of our members and friends.
Group Discussion


There may not be “right” answers to some of the questions in this and all other group discussions included in this workbook.  They are intended to generate discussion and allow you to gauge your comfort level when talking about the church with other people. 

Discuss the text of “Outreach Principles” included immediately above.

· Do these marketing principles make sense?  Is an understanding of them necessary?

· Discuss the relationship between “public relations” and “selling”.  Does this distinction apply to outreach?

· Discuss the given breakdown of prospect types.  

· Is the breakdown of prospect types into “believers”, “searchers” and “unbelievers” a valid overall breakdown?  Is there a better alternative breakdown for outreach purposes?

· Is a finer breakdown of each type important when planning a strategy for a particular prospect?  For example, is it necessary or only helpful to know the specific denomination of the past religious background of a searcher prospect?

· Is an understanding of the target audience necessary when planning a public relations campaign such as advertising, internet web page, etc.?

· When planning a discussion with a believer (as defined above), should you focus on how our beliefs can help them , or on our people oriented programs (such as worship services, schools, community services), or both?  If so, which ones?   

· When planning a discussion with a searcher, should you make a distinction between the questions you will ask if his or her background was Catholic or protestant or fundamentalist or no religion?  Give examples of how and why.

· Should you try to discuss religion with an unbeliever?  If so what would be a good approach?

· Discuss the pros and cons of using role playing as a training tool for gaining experience at talking to prospects?  It will be interesting to see if your opinion changes one way or the other after experiencing role playing. 

Creeds that led to Modern Christianity:

The opening chapters of True Christian Religion focus on the idea that God is one.  
“God is one, in whom is a Divine trinity, and the Lord God the Savior Jesus Christ is that one.”  (TCR.3 [2] (1))

“It is a noteworthy fact that some months ago the Lord called together His twelve disciples, now angels, and sent them forth throughout the spiritual world, with the command to preach the gospel there anew, since the church that was established by the Lord through them has at this day become so far consummated that scarcely a remnant of it survives; and that this has come to pass, because the Divine trinity has been divided into three persons, each one of whom is God and Lord.  Because of this a sort of frenzy has invaded not only all of theology, but also the church that from the Lord’s name is called Christian.  It is called a frenzy because men’s minds have been made so demented by it so as not to know whether there is one God or three.  On the lips there is one God; but in thought of the mind there are three; consequently the mind and lips, that is, the thought and speech, are at variance; and the result of this variance is that there is no God at all.  The naturalism that prevails at this day is from no other source.” (TCR 4)   

The idea of the unity of God, one God in one person, and the problems caused by separating God into three Divine Persons from eternity is repeated many times throughout the Writings.  We must understand these problems that were introduced into the Christian Church in the Nicene and Athanasian creeds if we are to communicate effectively with prospects with backgrounds in the old Christian Church.. 

Copies of the Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed and Athanasian Creed are included here. They are an integral part of the belief systems of nearly all Catholic and Protestant Churches.  They will be referenced during the discussions on the different denominations in future weeks’ texts. 

There are many versions of these creeds. Original versions were later modified.  Some of the wording differs between the Catholic and Protestant versions.  Except where noted, a Catholic version is included here with some minor modifications to bridge the gap between versions.  Exact copies of the many versions are available on the internet. 
One other important creed, the Augsburg Confession, was posted at a Catholic Church in Augsburg, Germany by Martin Luther in 1530 A.D.  It is included in the text for week four which covers the Lutheran Churches.  It provides the doctrinal basis for most Protestant Churches, including those covered in weeks four through seven.
A copy of one possible New Church creed, taken from the current General Church liturgy, is also included. 

Apostles’ Creed (About 180 A.D.)
The writings say that this creed is acceptable. 

“The Apostolic church had not the least knowledge of a trinity of persons, or of three persons from eternity.” (TCI 175)
This is the current Catholic version except as noted.

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell.  On the third day, He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  

“I believe in the Holy Spirit; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.”  

(Pocket Catholic Catechism, John A. Hardon, S.J., Doubleday 1989)
“I believe in the Holy Ghost.”   (Protestant version of the last paragraph)
 Nicene Creed (325 A.D. as modified in 381 A.D.)

It was at the Nicene Council that God was first divided into three Divine Persons.

“(The council’s) object was to refute and condemn, from the writings, the heresy of Arius,…who denied the Divinity of Jesus Christ…That council decided that there were from eternity three Divine persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – as appears especially from the two creeds called Nicene and Athanasian.”  (TCR 632)    

There are several forms of the Nicene Creed.  Catholics use one, Protestants use another.  This is the Catholic liturgical form as modified in the creed of Constantinople in 381 A.D.  Words and phrases in parenthesis are minor variations. 

“I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
“And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, and born of the Father before all ages.  God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God.  Begotten not made, consubstantial to the Father (Being of one substance with the Father), by whom all things were made.
“Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Ghost (Spirit) of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; (He) suffered and was buried; and the third day (He) rose again, according to the Scriptures.  And ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; and (He) shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead, of whose kingdom shall have no end.
“And I believe in the Holy Ghost (Spirit), the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who together with the Father and the Son is to be adored (worshiped) and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
“And (I believe in) one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess (acknowledge) one baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.”

Athanasian Creed (350 to 450 A.D.  Author Possibly Athanasius): 

This creed is also considered binding doctrine by nearly all Christian denominations.  It expands on the theme of one God with three Divine persons from eternity.   

“Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic* Faith. Which Faith except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. And the Catholic* Faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Substance. For, there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost is all One, the Glory Co-Equal, and the Majesty Co-Eternal. Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father Uncreate, the Son Uncreate, and the Holy Ghost Uncreate. The Father Incomprehensible, the Son Incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost Incomprehensible. The Father Eternal, the Son Eternal, and the Holy Ghost Eternal and yet they are not Three Eternals but One Eternal. As also there are not Three Uncreated, nor Three Incomprehensible, but One Uncreated, and One Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghost Almighty. And yet they are not Three Almighties but One Almighty. 

“So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not Three Gods, but One God. So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost is Lord. And yet there are not three Lords but One Lord. For, like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person by Himself to be God and Lord, so are we forbidden by the Catholic* Religion to say, there be Three Gods or Three Lords. The Father is made of none, neither created, nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone; not made, nor created, but begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father, and of the Son neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 

“So there is One Father, not Three Fathers; one Son, not Three Sons; One Holy Ghost, not Three Holy Ghosts. And in this Trinity none is before or after Another, None is greater or less than Another, but the whole Three Persons are Co-eternal together, and Co-equal. So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity is Trinity, and the Trinity is Unity is to be worshipped. He therefore that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity. 

“Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting Salvation, that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right Faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man. 

“God, of the substance of the Father, was begotten before the worlds; and Man, of the substance of His mother, was born into the world. Perfect God and Perfect Man, of a reasonable Soul and human Flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father as touching His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching His Manhood. Who, although He be God and Man, yet He is not two, but One Christ. One, not by conversion of the Godhead into Flesh, but by taking of the Manhood into God. One altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by Unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one Man, so God and Man is one Christ. Who suffered for our salvation, descended into Hell, rose again the third day from the dead. He ascended into Heaven; He sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. At whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies, and shall give account for their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting, and they that have done evil into everlasting fire. This is the Catholic* Faith, which except a man believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot be saved.” 

*The word "Catholic" refers not to the Roman Catholic Church, but to the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ.
New Church Confession of faith 

“I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ: the almighty and everlasting God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Redeemer and Savior of the world.  

“I believe in the Sacred Scripture: the Word of God, the fountain of wisdom, the Source of life, and the way to heaven.  

“I believe in the Second Coming of the Lord, in the spiritual sense of the Word, and in the Heavenly Doctrine of the New Jerusalem.  

“I believe in the New Angelic Heaven, in the New Christian Church, in the communion of angels and people, in repentance from sin, in the life of charity, in human resurrection, in the judgment after death, and in the life everlasting.”  

(Liturgy, Revised edition 2005, Confession of Faith #615)
Group Discussion


Discuss the text of “Creeds that led to Modern Christianity” included immediately above.

· Is an understanding of these creeds important to us in our outreach efforts?     If yes, why yes?  If not, why not?

· Why does Swedenborg mention them frequently in the Writings?  What are some of the Writing’s main points about them?  How do the writings view the Apostles’ Creed vs. the Nicene Creed?  Can we subscribe to either?  If so, which one?  What changes do the Writings say would have to be made to the other one to make it acceptable?

· In a current version of the Catholic Catechism, Part One (97 of 315 pages) is devoted entirely to a detailed description of the Apostles’ Creed.  Searchers with a Catholic background have been trained in its content from childhood.  Does this make knowledge of it relevant to our discussions with an ex catholic?  If so, how?

· These creeds are accepted by most, but not all, of the Protestant Churches.  Do their members subscribe to the idea that there is one God in three Divine Persons from eternity?   

· What differs between the first three creeds and the New Church Confession of Faith?

· What is confusing about the creeds?  

 
 

· What beliefs do we share with other Christian groups (if any), based on these creeds?

 


· What can help us understand people who are new to the church?

 
 
  

· Has anyone in the group discussed these creeds with other Christians?  What do they say about these creeds?  Do they believe them?  Do they likewise expect you to believe them?  What is their response to your New Church beliefs?  The Heavenly Doctrines?

 
 
 

Journal:
· What challenges my beliefs in these creeds?  What re-enforces my beliefs in these creeds?  

 
 

· How does it feel to read differing perspectives on the Lord, faith, church and religion?


  

Sample Role Play on the Nature of God - Part 1:

There will be eight “sample role play” scripts, one for each week’s session. Each script will feature one doctrinal issue, followed by a participation type role playing exercise.

The purpose of these scripts is to illustrate how to communicate with prospects about our beliefs. The scripts provide examples of how to draw out the prospects’ concerns, and how to help the prospect resolve their concerns.  Each participant should imagine how they would respond, keeping in mind that there are many correct approaches.  The questions asked in these scripts are questions that all Swedenborgians should know the answers to.  If not they should discuss them with their local pastor to be sure that appropriate classes are held.

 All eight scripts will use the following conventions:

1.
The same married couple, who are “searchers” as defined above, and the same Swedenborgian couple will be the characters in all eight role playing exercises.  Group members should take turns playing these roles. Because we want to get to know the characters as people, we are starting at a period soon after Paula and Phil moved to Sally’s and Sam’s neighborhood.   
2.
Two members from the small group will play (read) the roles of the Swedenborgians, two others will play (read) the roles of the prospects, and a fifth member will be the facilitator.  

3.
The facilitator will read the material displayed in italics (excepting the speaker’s names in the left margin).

4.
Each member of the group should have ready access to the “Principles to consider when discussing our teachings” that are listed immediately after this sample role play script.  Superscripts containing the numbers of particular comments are displayed where appropriate throughout the sample role play texts.  The facilitator may choose to read some of the comments as they are indicated in the script, especially the first time they appear.    

Experience will dictate whether a small group wishes to read these scripts together or move on to the discussion about the scripts directly, assuming that all members of the group have read them in advance.  

Characters:  

Sally and Sam Smith (S for Swedenborgian), a retired Couple, have been New Church members for 50 years.

Paula and Phil Price (P for Prospect) and their two preschool age children have recently moved down the street from Sam and Sally.  Phil, an ex Catholic, is an engineer.   Paula, an ex Baptist, has an education in biology, and is now a stay at home mom.  Phil and Paula are avid readers of the Bible, but have rejected the religions of their childhood and are searching for something they both can accept.

Sally and Sam, on their daily walk meet Paula and her children, riding bicycles, walking their dog.  They introduce each other, and exchange compliments on the kids and their respective homes. (3) 

 One week later. Sam, jogging by Paula’s home, sees Paula working in her garden.  He walks a few yards up Paula’s driveway.  Sam is an avid wildflower gardener.  He is pleased to learn that Paula shares his interest.  Sam offers to share with her some of his four foot ferns. (4) 
A few days later, Paula walks by Sam’s house with her two kids and sees Sam in his garden.  He suggests that she brings her wheelbarrow to get some ferns after her walk.  

Scene I:  Paula returns with a wheelbarrow.  When Sam sees her he gets ready to dig up the ferns.   Paula looks around the garden.  

Sam:  
Hi Paula. (2)  The ferns are waiting to be transplanted.  Would you like some May Apples and Trillium thrown in? (1)
Paula ignores the question. 

Paula:
You know, Sam, when I look up close at all these wild flowers I sense that you have a very strong love of nature.  

Sam:  
You are very perceptive Paula.  But it’s more than a love of nature.  These days many people seem negative to the idea of God, but I see Him, that is, I feel very close to Him every time I look a these wild flowers.  To me they are the way God made them, not the way man hybridized them.  All I do is speed up the natural growing process by spreading ground up leaf mulch around them and keeping the weeds away. (8)
Let me dig up some of these beauties over here. (9)  

Sam starts digging.

Sam:
Do you believe in God?

Paula: 
Yes, Phil and I always have…, but we didn’t really like the churches we were raised in, so we left them some years ago.

Sam: 
Do you mind if I ask why? (10)
Paula:
Well, it’s more complicated than this, but the short answer is that my husband Phil thinks his church was too interested in observing the rituals developed over many centuries, rather than in teaching us more about God, the meaning of the stories in the Bible and how these stories can help us lead a better life.  I think that my church was too involved in a very literal interpretation of the Bible….Was the world really created in seven days?    

Phil, in particular, didn’t always agree with what they were teaching, and couldn’t get satisfactory answers to questions about why they taught what they did.  He feels guilty that he considers it a “cop out” that they call difficult teachings “mysteries of faith”.     

Sam: 
Do you mind saying what your churches were?

Paula: 
Not at all.  Phil’s folks go to the Roman Catholic Church where we grew up and my family attends the Baptist Mega Church on the other side of town. 

Sam:  
These two Churches have some difficult beliefs that are often in conflict with each other.  The two of you must have worked out a common understanding of what you believe.    

Paula: Yes, to a degree.  We agreed from the beginning that there is a God that created this beautiful universe, and that the Bible is His way of communicating with us.   

Do you read the Bible?

Sam:  
Yes, but not as much as I should.

Paula: 
How do you interpret it? 

Sam:  
If you assume that God dictated the content of the Bible, and that God has infinite Wisdom, then it seems to me that the stories in the Bible would have to reflect His infinite Wisdom generated from His infinite Love.       

Paula: 
That makes sense.  The Catholics seem to be teaching that God also made provision for Saint Peter to be able to expand on that Truth, and to pass this ability on to the successive generations of Popes to the present time.  Phil does not think the Popes have always been holy, clean and pure enough to serve as God’s interpreter.  He keeps coming back to the Popes during the middle ages who sold indulgences as a fund raising scheme and used the inquisition as a way to purge the church of heretics, who disagreed with them.

Sam:  
What do you think? (11)
Paula: 
I tend to agree with Phil, partly because of my Baptist background where they say that throughout history there have been Popes who seemed too have evil motives behind their actions.     

Sam: 
When a Pope says he is speaking ex cathedra when making a proclamation, he is claiming that he has received the truths directly from God, and therefore the proclamation is infallible.  This is hard for a non Catholic to believe when considering their track record.  Is this the biggest problem that keeps you from going with Phil to the Catholic Church?  

Paula: 
Well, their rituals are so different than what I was used to that it drove me up a wall.  Our biggest problem is that neither of our churches gave us a clear picture of just who or what God is, and how He or She operates.  For example, when Phil asked his priest to explain the Trinity, his answer basically was: “We are told to believe what is said in the several early creeds.  I don’t understand it either.  I just accept it as a mystery of faith.”  My minister said: “we believe there is one God as it says in the Old Testament.  But we are also taught in the New Testament that there are three Divine persons”.  He didn’t explain it any further.  So, you see, we both have a problem with the logically impossible idea that there are three Divine persons from eternity that have infinite love, wisdom and power, and yet there is only one God.  And this problem is intensified by the Catholic idea that God would share these attributes with a succession of Popes. 

Sam:  
Wow!  This is heavy stuff, Paula…Let’s see, “The infinite wisdom contained in the Bible”, “The infallibility of the Popes” and “The nature of God”.  I’m excited that you and Phil think about these kinds of things. (3)      

Paula: 
We have a number of other issues.  Why does God allow disasters like Katrina and the Holocaust?  How do we bring God into our daily lives?  What are legitimate things to pray for?  Most prayers seem to be to change God’s mind.  What about original sin?  Were our babies really evil from birth?  

Sam:
Hey, slow down.  I can’t absorb so many problems so quickly.

Paula:
I’m sorry.  It’s just that Phil and I have discussed these things many times.  We don’t think it is worth going to church if we don’t get satisfactory answers to our questions…On the other hand, we think a church would be good for our children.  What do you and Sally think about it?

Sam:  
Well, we think that a believable church was not only good for our children when they were growing up, but it is also good for us now.  We have found a church in Rochester that has helped us, and may help you find what you need.  Sally and I would love to share what we have learned from them if you think it would help.  It would be fun us if you and Phil could come for a visit some evening soon.  If Phil is interested, maybe you could bring him and your kids up Friday evening around seven. (19)  The kids could play in our activity room.  We keep have toys for when our grand children visit.  We could sit on the patio and discuss some of the ideas you mentioned.     

Paula: 
Sounds great.  We want to get to know our neighbors, and this could be a start.  I’ll check with Phil and let you know if Friday is O.K.  Thanks so much for the ferns.  And, by the way, I’ll be back for the May Apples and Bloodroots another time.   

Paula left with some ferns.  She called that evening to say they will be up on Friday at seven p.m.

Scene II:  Friday evening.  Phil, Paula and children visit Sam and Sally.  They ring the door bell:

Sam:  
Hi Paula.  Hi Phil.  Hi kids.  Please come in.

They all came in.  Sally settled the kids into some games.(5)  The adults exited to the patio where Sally had put a pitcher of iced tea and some cookies. (6)

After a few minutes of small talk, we decided to start with the big one first, “the nature of God”. 

Sam:  
Phil, could you try to describe your impressions of God? (11)   

Phil: 
Sure, I could try.  He is a great designer.  We like the world the way He made it.  It seems to us that it takes more than creativity and knowledge for that job.  This is where Love comes into the picture.  He must really love us to give us this beautiful world.

Sam:  
That’s a great start. (3)  God creates universes and God is Love. (16)
Phil:  
Yes.  But that doesn’t explain (1) the changing nature of God I see between the Old and the New Testament or (2) the confusion about the Trinity and (3) the relationship between God and the Popes.  God is one.  God is three persons.  Which is it?  Can we possibly understand it?  The Catholic priests say no, we can’t.  What does your church teach?
Sam:
Do you both believe that the Bible is divinely inspired?

Phil and Paula both respond affirmatively.  
Sam:
Then we have to find some way to reconcile the apparent changing nature of God between the testaments, the apparent contradictions found in the concept of the Trinity and what the Bible says about the relationship between God and the Popes.
Phil:
It would be great if we could.
Sam:  
Let’s give it a try.  Could we discuss this second point first?

Phil:  
Please do.

The Holy Trinity:

Sam:  
Well, in the Old Testament of the Bible, in Deuteronomy 6:4, God said through Moses “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is One Lord”.  But even more clearly, in the New Testament Bible, John 10:30, Jesus stated that “I and My Father are One”, and similarly in other places.  He did not say that He is One in spirit or One in anything else.  He said that God is One period.  That is, there is one God in one person and His name is the Lord, God, Jesus Christ.  This is what Christians believed up to the year 325 A.D. at the council of Nicaea when Emperor Constantine supervised the writing of the Nicene Creed which firmed up the present concept of the trinity derived from seeds planted in Paul’s letters. 

Phil:  
But Sam, what about the other places in the New Testament where Christ is talking to His Father, for example when He is being crucified: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me”?  

Sam:  
One explanation for those places where Jesus was talking to the father is that He was under temptation, such as when the Jews were trying to trick Him, or when He was dying on the cross.  When the temptation was over, He was back to being One with the Father...  Does this help?

Phil:  
Not much.  

Paula: 
What about places where God refers to Jesus as his beloved Son, or where He refers to Jesus as the Son to God, or that Christ will be seated at the right hand of God?

Sam:  
It seems to me that in all of these references Jesus was trying to help His disciples bridge the gap between the infinite side of God and His human side in Jesus.  Jesus knew that He was that one God, but He had to show them that He was more than the finite Son of Mary, that he was actually God in human form.            

On the day before His crucifixion, Philip said to Jesus: “Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied.” (John 14:8).  Jesus responded: “Don’t you know me, even after I have been among you such a long time?  He who hath seen me hath seen the Father.” (John 14:9).  Philip should have seen the Divine power of the Father in Jesus from the many miracles he had seen Jesus perform including the healing of two blind men, the curing of a leper and the raising Lazarus from the dead. 

Paula: 
Like Philip, I never tied these miracles to the idea that God might be in Jesus.  

Sam:  
Another way to look at it is to think of the Father as the Soul of God, the Son as the mind and body of God and the Holy Spirit as useful endeavors that proceed from God.  In Genesis 1:26, 27 it says that “God created man in His own image and likeness”.  If God is three Divine persons from eternity, then man must also be three persons, which he clearly is not.  But man does have an invisible soul, a mind/body and his actions.  

Haven’t we all had conversations with our inner self, that is, our minds conversing with our souls?  That is what is going on when Jesus is talking to God.  Conversely, when Jesus is referred to as the Son of God, God’s invisible soul is directing His visible Son in a way analogous to man’s invisible soul directing his visible mind/body. 

So, in this view, Jesus Christ is not the son of God, but rather, He is God incarnate.  That is, God had himself born into the Human form to make Himself more understandable to all mankind.

Phil:  
Are you saying that if we understand the trinity of soul, body and actions in ourselves, we will understand the trinity in God?

Sam:  
Yes, that’s exactly what I am saying… Another way to look at the trinity is that God the Father is the Infinite Divine Love that is the driving force behind all creation; God the Son is the infinite Divine Wisdom that gives to form that creation; and God the Holy Spirit is infinite Divine Useful Endeavors that proceed from God, including the Bible, the universe and mankind. 

Sam pauses.

Sam: 
So what is your reaction?

Phil:  
On first look, these ideas seem to make sense, but I’ll have to think about them for a while to see if I get used to them.

Sam:  
Take your time, Phil.  It took me years to really believe these concepts…..Why don’t we set that one aside for another day and go back to your first point?   

Phil:  
Sure.  I believe that was our concern about the changing nature of God between the Old and New Testament.

Does God ever change?

Sam:  
Do you think God ever changes?

Phil:  
No.  If he changes there must have been something wrong with Him in the first place or He wouldn’t need changing.  

Sam:  
That is a great insight.

Phil:  
If God is Love as he is pictured in the New Testament, why does he sound so autocratic, mean and almost hateful in the Old Testament?  Does He constantly change or not?

Sam:  
You were right the first time.  God never changes.  Let me explain by asking you another question.  

Phil:  
Go ahead.

Sam:  
Do you believe in evolution?

Phil: 
Of course, but why do you change the subject?

Sam:  
Well, if you assume that some form of evolution is God’s tool for modifying plant and animal life, isn’t it logical to also assume that He uses that tool to modify the human soul, mind and body?

Phil:  
Well, yes, I suppose so.

Sam:  
I believe that the human soul/heart/mind, that is, the things that make us human, evolved through stages analogous to the stages of development of an infant, through childhood, through youth, through teen age, into adulthood.  So God’s method of communication with us had to change to accommodate Himself to our changing states as we evolved.  Note that God never changes.  Only His method of communication with us has changed. (12) 

Phil:  
That’s interesting.  Can you explain it in more detail?

Sam:  
I’ll try, but please stop me if I don’t make myself clear.

Phil: 
I will.  Give it a try.  

Sam:  
Fair enough.  So here goes…When the human race was in its infancy, like a baby, it was in a state of pure innocence, that is, with out any evil.  This period is called the golden age of the most ancient church where God communicated directly with the human race.  

As we evolved into the childhood state, we withdrew somewhat from God into the state of the silver age of the ancient church.  During this period, God communicated through the ancient word, a group of parables that included the stories in Genesis from creation to the flood.  A deeper meaning to these parables than their literal meaning was understood by the people of the ancient church.  These stories were passed down from generation to generation.

Phil:  
How do we learn about this deeper meaning?

Sam:  
That’s a great subject that I would like to discuss with you, but it will take more time than we have left tonight.  Maybe we should finish up on the apparent changing nature of God now, and if you are still interested, we could discuss the deeper meaning of the Bible another time. (17)
Phil:  
Yes, let’s do that.        

Sam:  
As we evolved into the state of youth, we became even more removed from God into the state of the Hebrew church where God communicated through the Old Testament.  Notice that it has the same tone that we use to communicate with our kids:  Thou shall not this and thou shall not that…We give orders, set limits and imply rewards and punishments.  It is less gentle and more autocratic than the prior states.  

As we evolved into the teen age state, God gave us the New Testament which has the tone of love, as in “love thy neighbor as thy self”.  This is more like the love and kindness that we use with our teenagers.  

We are just now entering the final state of human evolution which is analogous to the state of adulthood, that is, a state of rationality.  This is the state that Jesus referred to in several passages in the gospel of John where He said; “I will return again as a councilor in the spirit of truth” which is often referred to as the second coming of Christ.  He is not saying that He will return as a person, as many Christian churches teach.(15)  Rather, He will return in the form of a revelation that explains many things in a more rational manner.  The mysteries of faith that mankind was not ready to hear while in the teenage state will be explained clearly       

Do you see that God did not change from the Old Testament God of anger to the New Testament God of Love?  

Phil:  
So, if I hear you correctly, it is God’s method of communication that changed to accommodate Himself to us as we changed…That’s an amazing concept.  It clarifies the puzzle of God’s apparent change in moods.    

Sam:  
Exactly.      

Paula: 
Hay you guys.  Time is flying by and it’s getting near the kids’ bedtime.  Can we break it up and meet at our house another time?

Phil:  
I guess you are right Hon.  Can I ask one more question?

Paula: 
O.K. but please make it a short one.

Phil:  
Fair enough.  Sam.  Where did these ideas come from? 

Sam:  
Sorry, Phil.  That’s the same question you asked before about the deeper meaning of the Bible stories.  It has no short answer, but I’ll give you one anyway.  I learned of these Ideas by reading the teachings of the church in Rochester that I referred to earlier. (17, 18)     

So far we have discussed two aspects of the “Nature of God”:  The Holy Trinity, and the apparent difference in the nature of God as seen in the Old Testament God and in the New Testament.

You asked several other questions that we haven’t discussed:

1.
One last thing about the trinity: How do we explain that after the resurrection, Christ went to heaven to sit at the right hand of God?

2.
Still on the “Nature of God”:  We have Paula’s question on “How do we rationalize God’s permitting natural disasters like hurricane Katrina and the Tsunami in southeast Asia, and manmade disasters such as the Holocaust in WWII and the plane bombings of 9/11?”  

3.
More on the “Nature of God”: We have Paula’s question on “How do we bring God into our lives, as in prayer and how do we understand how God directs our lives and the lives of our children?”

4.
Phil’s question: “What do you mean by ‘the deeper meaning of the Bible stories’?”  This is related to Paula’s concern several weeks ago: “Was the universe really created in seven days?”    

5.
Paula’s other question from a prior week:  “Were both of our kids really born sinners?”  And, “what is original sin anyway?”

It’s probably best to continue our discussions another time.

Phil:  
You’re on.  How about meeting at our place next Friday at the same time?

Sam and Sally walk toward the door with the Price family.  

Sam:
We would love to.  Your place at 7:30 p.m.   

Paula:  Sally, thanks for the tea and cookies.  See you next week. 

To be continued in the Sample role play for week two.

Group Discussion on the Role Play Script 
· How does this role play script meet its objective of providing helpful training in the art of communicating with prospects?  

· What are the deterrents found in this script to our better understanding of how to communicate with prospects?  

· It should be clear that the positions taken in this script are not the only way to answer the prospect’s specific questions.  What are other ways to respond to the prospects questions?    

· Is there anything that could be offensive to the prospect in this script?

· Are the answers given helpful to the prospects, considering their (technical) backgrounds?

· Would the answers given be appropriate for prospects with different (non technical) backgrounds?

Principles for use when discussing our teachings 
These footnotes are designated by superscripts in the text of all role playing scripts.
1.
Always be upbeat.

2.
Remember and use the prospects’ names when appropriate.
3.
Compliment the prospects when possible, but don’t be condescending.

4.
Offer to do something for the prospects.  Give them garden flowers, help move furniture, watch kid, etc. 
5.
Invite prospects to your home with their kids.  Eliminate the need for baby sitters.

6.  
Serve light refreshments when practical.
7.
Wait for an appropriate opening.  Then steer the conversation toward God, heaven, praying, or some other religious topic of their interest.

8.
Ask questions.   Prospects will discuss their issues when they feel trust toward you. 

9.
Don’t forget that we are discussing religion to help the prospects.  Don’t stray from responding to their concerns.

10.
Answer the prospect’s questions directly.  Don’t preach about your interests.

11.
Quote the Bible frequently when the prospect has a Christian background.

12.
Find common perspectives when possible.
13.
Avoid negative talk about other churches or doctrines.

14.
Summarize what has been said.
15.
Introduce ideas that will set the stage for a follow-up meeting.  That is, leave your prospects with more questions to be answered later.

16.
Keep each session short.

17.
Be specific about the time and place for the next meeting.
18.
When the time feels right, invite your prospects to an activity at our church.

Group Discussion on the above principles
Discuss “Principles for use when discussing our teachings” listed immediately above.

· Is there value in having this list?

· What “principles” should be added to the list?  Why?

· What “principles” should be deleted from the list?  Why?

The next group of questions is intended to encourage you to reflect on your comfort level when talking about the church with other people. 

· What makes a good prospect?

· What needs might a prospect have?

 

· Have any members of the group been approached (as a prospect) by someone from another church?  How did it feel?  What worked?  What did not?

  

· Have any members of the group gone to a worship service at another church?  How did it feel?  What felt welcoming?  What felt intimidating?  What was easy/hard to understand?

 

· How does this compare to what people experience when they are new to our congregation?

 

· What is meaningful to me about the New Church?  

 
  

· What do I get out of my faith?

   

· What can I offer to others from my experiences in the New Church?

Role playing exercise:

The group will engage in their first attempt at role playing.  One couple will play the role of Swedenborgians and another couple will play the role of prospects.  We will assume that the two couples know each other quite well.  They are meeting on the Swedenborgians’ patio.  The prospects are between churches and have asked the Swedenborgians about their church.  

Specifically, they have asked the Swedenborgians about God.  What is he like?  What does He do?  How do they bring Him into their lives?     

The Swedenborgians continue the conversation from there.

The conversation can go in any direction the prospect chooses, providing they stay on the subject of God and the Swedenborgians answer the prospect’s questions directly. 

Group discussion on the role playing exercise:

This discussion should be a positive attempt to learn from the exercise.  It should also provide encouragement for everyone to participate in role playing next week. 

Meditation

A meditation will be read or played by the group leader.  Its purpose is to inspire us to share the Lord’s teachings with our friends and neighbors in need.

“We pray, O Lord, for Your church, the New Jerusalem, that she may be firmly established on the earth, that all people may be enlightened by the spirit of Your Word, and be inclined to follow You where You lead, to come to You where You dwell, and to live with You in a life of happiness and use forever.  Amen.”  (Liturgy, revised edition 2005, Prayer #747) 

Following the meditation, each person will have an opportunity to share his or her response to some of the following questions:

1.
What is your initial reaction to this meditation?

2.
How can you act as a vessel for the Lord in the sharing of His Word with those in need?  

3.
Is there someone you can practice sharing what you have learned with? 

Task for the coming week
· Study the text for week 2 concerning the Roman Catholic Church and be prepared to discuss its content.

· Attend a worship service at a Catholic church in your neighborhood.  

· What is welcoming?

· What is intimidating?

· What is hard to understand?

· How does this compare to what people experience when they are new to our congregation?  

· Ask questions about their beliefs.

· Mentally compare their beliefs to ours.

· Read the sample role play script for week 2..
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